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Preface: To fully experience the numinous power of the Sator-Rotas Square it can and 
should be viewed and used as a theophoric mandala (sacred geometric design bearing 
Holy Names). By overlaying various sacred designs onto the Sator-Rotas Square new 
readings emerge for contemplation. What follows are some of the patterns | have 
applied to the Sator-Rotas Square. As time permits | will add specific readings which 
result from using these sacred patterns and the personal interpretations which | have 
discovered. When applying these patterns do not forget to consider as many directions 
and positions as possible. Read the letter strings outward and inward and any and all 
ways conceivable. Note the applicable sound shfit rules and consult dictionaries. 
Although written in Latin the square contains recognizable words in Greek, Egyptian, 
Hebrew, Sanskrit and many other languages to those who are able to read the Holy 
Names cross-culturally. Bhakti Ananda Goswami aka Br. David Sherman is the best 
teacher around for learning this method of Holy Name contemplation and his work can 
be found online. But | will here provide some of the basics: 


Vowels do each have their own meaning but are interchangeable. In fact the ancient 
practice of magic largely involved playing with vowel sounds. And much of the ancient 
method of religious teaching used verbal puns on Holy Deity Names. In general A is 
androgynous, E 4 | are feminine and O & U are masculine. There are specific spiritual 
qualities associated with each vowel and consonant which is beyond the current scope 
of this work. But just note that when consulting dictionaries it is the string of consonants 
that is most significant. Play with adding different vowels and see what new readings 
emerge. Ifthe consonants match according to the sound shift rules then | would 
consider you have a potentially valid reading. For example “AETERNITAS” is the correct 
spelling of the feminine consort of Aion but it is found as “ETORNETAS” in the Sator 
Square. Even Aion is found as AEON, but one can recognize the Deity being named 
nonetheless. “Saturitas” is the proper spelling of satiating abundance in Latin but it is 
found as “Satorotas” in the square. Here are the common consonant sound shifts 
related to the Sator-Rotas Square: 


S can harden mildly to a H or more harshly to a CH or K sound 
T can be substituted with a D sound 

R can be substituted with an L 

N can be replaced with an M 

P can be replaced with a PH or B 


As a result of taking these sound shifts into account new readings readily emerge, such 
as the possibility that AREP is ALEPH, the letter A in Hebrew ! 


OSTER 


aruxZO0nrerua 


PATER 


Reading to central N via Boustrophedon (from Greek βουστροφηδόν, 
boustrophedon “ox-turning” from βοῦς, bous, “ox” and στροφή, strophe, “turn”; 
that is, turning like oxen in ploughing). 


SATOROPERATEN or NETAREPOROTAS 
or alternatively 
ROTASAREPOTEN or NETOPERASATOR 


The Celtic Cross 


A variation with outer circle and inner square 


The Ray Cross 


The Squared Cross 


symbol of 5x5 magic 
square used in early 


A 5=65 Christian art 


The Maltese Cross 


The Wheels Within Wheels 


The Snakes and Ladders Pattern 


5x5 Thaayam 


The Spiral 


The Greek Swastika 


A Swastika Variation 


Another Swastika Variation 


